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A Guide to Dermatohistopathology, Second Edi-
tion, Hermann Pi nkus and Amir H. Mehre-
gan . Appleton- Century- Crofts, New York , 
1976. (724 pp; $35 .00) 
By virtue of adding entirely new ma terial a nd 
further deve lopment of t hat formerly covered , t his 
second edition of Pinkus and Mehregan, A Guide 
to Dermatohistopathology, represents a cons idera-
ble expans ion of the first edition. The list of 
s ubjects covered has been lengthened to the point 
where li t tle is wanting; thus, t he second edition has 
become even more useful as an everyday reference 
text for dermatopathologists. 
T he chapters derive fro m a seri es of lectu res by 
these authors given to residents in tra ining, and 
reta in t he highly persona l style which made the 
first edition so in teresting. The discussions on 
various aspects of dermatology and dermatopa-
thology are a lways lucid, often bri lliant . The 
a uthors' unparalleled ins ight in to pathologic 
mechanisms comes through repeatedly in t heir 
di scussion of various skin disorders, and t heir 
emphas is on underlying principles makes the book 
required read ing for those beginning the study of 
dermat.opathology. T he first 100 pages , dea ling 
with normal structure of skin and technical consid-
erations, are alone worth the modest price of the 
book . 
The qua li ty of the printing and illustrations is 
good; many reproductions ca rri ed over from the 
first edition have been improved in quality. Unfor-
tunately, my copy of the book arrived with the 
cover a lready torn loose and will have to be 
rebound immediately. It is unfort unate t hat a book 
which will be used so many t imes every week in the 
labo rato ry cou ld not have been made stronger. 
Despite this minor f1 aw, t he second edi t ion of A 
Guide to Dermatohistopathology is highly recom -
mended . It should be required read ing for a ll those 
who want to have an in-depth understanding of 
dermatopathology. In its expanded second edition , 
P inkus and Mehregan will rival other texts as a 
standard reference handboo k. If you want to refe r 
to this book in your laboratory, look for it, not on 
the bookshelf, but on the bench next to the 
microscope. 
Robert Goltz, M.D. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
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Dermatitis Herpetiformis, John O'Donel Alex-
ander , F .R.C.P .(Glas.). Volume IV of Major 
Problems in Dermatology. W. B. Saunders 
Co., Philadelphia, 1975. (346 pp; $24.50) 
The only unfortunate aspect of this book is its 
t it le . Much more than a di scourse on dermatitis 
herpetiform is, th is monograph represents a schol-
arly, comprehensive, and criti cal review of reports 
(w it h some 1975 refe rences) on the clinical, his-
tologic, ultrastructura l, and immunologic aspects 
of not only dermatitis herpetiformis (DH), but a lso 
juvenile DH , bullous pemphigoid , cicatri cial pem-
phigoid , pemphigus, erythema multiforme, and 
herpes gestation is. The aut hor, in t he first cha pter, 
has included a wea lth of deta il in regard to ea rly 
descriptions of DH and its differen t iation from the 
other blistering diseases, which, a lthough of ques-
tionable in te rest to the clinician , is importan t for 
the histori an . Also included are chapters on t he 
small intestine in DH with a comparison to t he 
intestinal changes in celi ac disease, genetic aspects 
of DH, treatment, miscellaneous laboratory inves -
tigations, inf1uence of iodides on DH, and differen-
t ial diagnosis of DH. Dr. Alexander concludes with 
a chapter on speculations on the etiology of DH 
based on current available information . He has 
parti cularly emphasized the numerous a nd 
remarkable advances made in t he understanding 
of DH in t he past 10 yea rs. 
This book can be viewed as a readable and 
well -illustrated sequel to Lever's classic Pem -
phigus and Pemphigoid and as an adjunct to 
Beutner et a i's recent book, Immunopathology of 
the Skin-Labeled Antibody Studies. This is the 
fourt h in a series of fine monographs on Major 
Problems in Dermatology edited by Dr. Arthur 
Rook and should be of great interest to a ll der-
matologists, and to clinical immunologists who are 
interested in blistering skin diseases. 
Stephen I. Katz, M.D., Ph.D. 
Bethesda , Maryland 
The Vulva, Constance Marjorie Ridley, M.A., 
B.M., F.R.C.P. Volume V of Major Prob-
lems in Dermatology. W. B. Saunders Com-
pany, P hiladelphia, 1975. (299 pp; $18.00) 
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T he concept of the book is excellent. Ridley 
states in t he P reface that she wishes to combine in 
one volume a ll t he information , prev iously seques-
te r ed in severa l medica l subspecia lt ies , necessa ry 
for adequate diagnosis and t reatment of diseases of 
t h e vulva. Unfort unately, one cannot wri te a com-
p act monograph which is comprehensive, schol-
a rl y, and practical, which emphasizes " recent work 
of interest " and a reas of controversy and which is 
"of use not only to dermatologists bu t to gynecolo-
gjsts and venereologists." 
The book does provide a well -organized cata-
logue of vul va r pathology. The opening chapter 
gives a brief historica l perspective of this field , 
in cl ud ing a delightful medi eva l F rench a natomic 
di agram , and stresses (one hopes unnecessa rily) 
t h e need to adequately examine the genita lia of 
fe ma le pat ients. The sections of embryologic devel-
o pment and anatomy are brief and adequate. T he 
r e ma ining chapte rs a re grouped in to sections con-
cerning infect ions, derm atoses, and tumors with 
excellent discussions of some problems (notably 
warts, lichen sclerosus et atrophicus, vaginal ade-
nos is secondary to di ethylstilbestro l, and epider-
rnal mali gnancies). Most discuss ions, however, are 
probably too a bbreviated and t heoretica lly ori -
e n ted to prove helpful to the clinician seeking to 
a nswer a spec ific question. 
Reference lists for most sections are t horough, 
a lt hough t he Bri t ish li tera ture is reviewed in fa r 
more deta il t han is t he America n. T he book's 
Brit ish orientation a lso produces a "convent ional 
wisdom" at t imes alien to the American practi-
t ioner. 
A major fl aw of t he book is its photographs. If 
t his is due to budgeta ry constra in ts, it is a n 
ill -advised economy. The plates, all in black and 
whi te, a re frequent ly of such poor quali ty t hat t he 
reader could not hope to ident ify the same lesion in 
his patient. There a re no photographs of some 
common bu t often misdiagnosed les ions, such as 
molluscum contagiosum , and only one illustration 
each of several protean condit ions. Several of t he 
photogra phed lesions are not representative. T he 
histologic plates a re of slight ly better quali ty t han 
t he cl inica l ones, bu t presuma bly less often needed 
by the reader for di agnostic purposes. 
A second cri t icism in the opinion of t his reviewer 
is one of omiss ion . Many patients suffe r un neces-
sa rily because t hey have never been instructed in 
perinea l ca re or proper use of to pica l therapeu t ic 
agen ts. This fa ilure on the part of physicians ca n 
only be attributed to ignorance, and formal 
instruction in t hese matters is indeed difficul t to 
find . Dr. Ridley has lost a unique opportunity to 
provide such in for mation . 
In summary, The Vulva is a ca refully written 
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book of considerable meri t, but one un likely to 
fulfi ll t he need perce ived by its a ut hor. 
Barbara Gi lchrest , M.D. 
Boston , Massachusetts 
The VD Epidemic , Louis Lasagna, M.D. Temple 
University P ress, Phil adelphia, 1975. (160 pp; 
$10 .00) 
Dr. Lasagna's monograph is a wort hwhile add i-
tion to t he popular literature. It ful fills the promise 
of its preface: neither too short, too long, too 
superficia l, or too scholarly. And it is fun to read: 
" . .. the toilet seat is usually an innocent by-sit-
ter ." (p. 34). 
T he prose is clea r, wit h ample use of medica l 
terms (and an accompanying glossary) but avoid-
a nce of medica l ja rgon. Areas of debate are faced 
and defined, rather than glossed over. T he sub-
stantive materia l is accurate. with only a few minor 
except ions (4 gms of spectinomycin for women 
wit h gonorrhea (p . 93); maximu m male incubation 
period of gonorrhea of two weeks (p. 101)). There 
a re, however, some momen ts of styli stic aber-
rance- the injection of a certain coarseness which 
seems somehow gratui tous ("solo whores" (p. 85); 
a macho quote from a Marine sergeant (p . 103)). 
But overa ll , t he book is live ly a nd unmarred by 
gla ring errors of fo rm a nd content. 
Dr. Lasagna's strongest sui t is h is abi lity to 
present a balanced discuss ion of complicated 
issues . T hus, his t reatment of the T uskeegee study 
and an attendant d iscussion of human experimen-
tation is a careful a nd sober explication. His 
hand ling of the va rieties of sexual experience, the 
pharmacology of t he importan t drugs (of course'), 
and t he role of government is simila rly lucid . I was 
particula rly impressed by t he aut hor's sense of the 
interweav ing of sexua lly t ra nsmi tted disease into 
the fab ri c of our society. He clearly sees it as an 
issue which touches not only the individual, but 
fam ily, school, govern ment, work , courts , and our 
general social direction . He wants others to see it 
t his way as we ll , possibly as a step towards dea ling 
with the problem. 
T he subtit le (How It Started, Where It's Going, 
and What To Do About It) suggests that there is an 
answer hidden within . T here is not, of course, but a 
few salien t points are made . Dr. Lasagna feels we 
may be a iming too high, and t hat evolutionary 
pressure on socia l attitudes and sexual mores may 
be more appropriate than la rge-sca le, short-term, 
high-v isib ili ty attempts at disease containment. 
He deplores roller coaster financing and calls for 
constancy-rather t ha n pro miscu ity-in fisca l 
support. F ina lly, he recognizes the li mitations of 
